An exercise in curriculum development--the process of putting theory into practice.
Many nurses coming on post-registration courses have widely varying backgrounds and levels of experience. In addition they seek to develop their knowledge base and therapeutic skills, as well as address their personal and professional development. As adult learners they may have a clear idea of their own objectives for the course, and will often benefit most from a student-centred approach to learning. This paper describes the process of reviewing and redesigning a post-registration course in community psychiatric nursing, using this knowledge and a curriculum development model as a starting point. The review particularly addressed the role and influence of student assessment, and the concepts of integration within the curriculum, and student/teacher negotiation of elements of the course.